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A Required Summer Project 



Assumption Catholic School 
Summer Reading List 

 
All lists are for incoming grades for the 

2010-2011 school year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

As your child enters Kindergarten 
and First Grade, it is important for 

them to be read to daily by an 
adult.  Choose a variety of books, 
both in story length and subject 

matter.  After reading, talk about the 
plot, characters and the parts they 
liked best.  We want to continue to 
develop a love of books and the 

magic they hold.  It is also very im-
portant that your child sees adults 
reading for their own enjoyment.   

Name: 
 
Grade in 2010-2011: 
 
The books I read this summer: 



Eighth Grade  
 

 Summer Reading List for incoming 8
th
 Graders 

 
For special school year credit, choose 1 book from each of the 3 sections. 
 

Non Fiction 
Surely You’re Joking, Mr. Feynman  by Richard Feynman 
Driving Mr. Albert by Michael Paterniti 
The Spirit Catches You and You Fall Down  
 by Anne Fadiman 
When I Was a Puerto Rican by Esmeralda Santiago 
When Broken Glass Floats by Chanrithy Him  
 or First They Killed My Father by Leoung Ung 
The Curve of Time by M. Wylie Blanchet 
Undying Glory by Clinton Cox 
In the Heart of the Sea by Nathaniel Philbrick 
A Short History of Nearly Everything by Bill Bryson 
Sophie’s World by Jostein Gaarder 
Killer Angels by Michael Shaara 
Night by Elie Weisel 
Manhunt by James L. Swanson 
American Colonies by Alan Taylor 
 

Fiction 
A Northern Light by Jennifer Donnely 
Seventh Son (any of the series) by Orson Scott Card 
A Story Like the Wind by Laurens van der Post 
Year of Wonders by Geraldine Brooks 
Heart of Darkness by Joseph Conrad 
Fever 1793 by Laurie Halse Anderson 
The Sparrow by Mary Doria Russell 
Little Women by Louisa May Alcott 
The House of Seven Gables by Nathaniel Hawthorne 
The Book Thief by Markus Zusak  
 
Poetry (any works by):   Anthologies: 
Homer      Bible 
Pablo Neruda      Poetry 
Mary Oliver     Short Stories 
William Wordsworth 
Walt Whitman...or your favorite poet 

Kindergarten, First, Second, 
and Third Grade Readers 

 
 
We are asking families to use the 
Public Library Summer Reading 

Program 
 
 

OR 
 

have the student choose his/her 
own books and keep a record of 
what was read to return to their 
classroom teacher in September. 



Fourth Grade 

 

Read 4 books from this 28 book list. 
Hard Reading 
Beattles Lightly Toasted by Phyllis Reynolds Naylor 
The Time Machine by HG Wells 
Music of the Dolphins by Karen Hesse                                
How to Eat Fried Worms by Thomas Rockwell                     
The Glory Girl by Betsy Byars                                               
Carry on Mr. Bowditch by Jean Latham                                
A Year Down Yonder by Richard Peck   
Nasty, Stinky Sneakers by Eve Bunting                                  
 
Harder Reading 
Charlie’s Raven by Jean Craighead George 
The Journey Home by Isabelle Holland                                   
Holes by Louis Sacher                                                              
The Tale of Despereaux by Kate DiCamillo                           
Maniac Magee by Jerry Spinelli                                               
Strawberry Girl by Lois Lenski                                               
The Capture by Kathryn Lasky 
Gregor the Overlander by Suzanne Collins  
Hatchet by Gary Paulsen  
 

Hardest Reading 
The Enormous Egg by Oliver Butterworth 
Artemis Fowl by Eoin Colfer                                                          
Bud, Not Buddy by Christopher Paul Curtis 
Esperanza Rising by Pam Munoz Ryan                                         
Jason’s Gold by Will Hobbs 
The BFG by Roald Dahl 
The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe by C.S. Lewis                
Abel's Island by William Steig                                                       
Dogsong by Gary Paulsen                                                              
Caddie Woodlawn by Carol Ryrie Brink                                        
Stargirl by Jerry Spinelli 

Seventh Grade 
 
Minimum of four books from Fiction & Non-fiction sections and any 

book of poetry. 
 

Fiction: 

The Dark is Rising (any in series) by Susan Cooper 

Iron Man by Chris Crutcher 

The Andromeda Stain by Michael Crichton 

Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck 

Thin Wood Walls by David Patneaude 

The Year of the Hangman by Gary Blackwood 

The Outsiders  by S.E. Hinton 

A Day No Pigs Would Die by Robert Newton  Peck 

Cry of the Icemark by Stuart Hill 

Eragon by Christopher Paolini 

 

Non-Fiction: 

Rocket Boys by Homer Hickam 

Elephant Man: Biography of Tom Merrick by Frederick 

 Drimmer 

Red Scarf Girl by  Ji-Li Jiang 

 

Poetry: 

The Space Between our Footsteps 

by Naomi Shihab Nye, ed. 

 



Sixth Grade   
 

Read two of the fiction choices below.  Book substitution 
by same author is acceptable in most cases. 
 
Blume, Iggie’s House 
Christopher, The White Mountains 
Craighead George, Julie of the Wolves 
Curtis, The Watsons Go to Birmingham 
Gaiman, Coraline 
George, My Side of the Mountain 
Goldman, The Princess Bride 
Hesse, Out of the Dust 
Maguire, What the Dickens:  The Story of a Rogue Tooth Fairy 
Pullman, The Golden Compass (parental guidance suggested) 
Raskin, The Westing Game 
Rawls, Where the Red Fern Grows 
Riordan, The Lightning Thief 
Speare,  Bronze Bow 
Snyder, The Egypt Game 
Taylor, Roll of Thunder Hear My Cry 
Tolkien, The Hobbit 

 
True Story samples (you are not limited to these books or 
authors), please read at least 1 non-fiction: 
 
Akbar, Come Back to Afganistan:  A California Teenager’s Story 
Ahmedi,  The Story of My Life : An Afghan Girl on the Other 
Side of the Sky  
Blais, In These Girls, Hope is a Muscle 
Freedman, Lincoln:  A Photobiography 
Mario, Michelle Wie:  The Making of a Champion 
Scdoris, No End in Sight:  My Life as a Blind Iditarod Racer 

 
Any book of poetry—must read one. 

Fourth Grade (continued) 
 

Please Do Not Read the following books as they are part of 
the 4

th
 grade literature series: 

 

Families and Friendship: 
 

Stone Fox 
The Whipping Boy 
One Hundred Dresses 
On My Honor 
The War with Grandpa 
Shiloh 
Dear Mr. Henshaw 
Bridge to Terabethia 
Wringer 
A Single Shard 

 

Fantasy: 
 

Chocolate Fever 
Chocolate Touch 
Bunnicula 
The Cricket in Times Square 
Mr. Popper’s Penguins 
The Castle in the Attic 
Battle for the Castle 
Trumpet of the Swans 



Fifth Grade  
 

Read 4 books from this 20 book list. 
Points will be earned for Independent Reading 

5 points per book 
 
Boston Jane by Jennifer Holm 

Our Only May Amelia by Jennifer Holm 

Saving Shiloh by Phyllis Reynolds Naylor 

Chasing Redbird by Sharon Creech 

Ruby Holler by Sharon Creech 

Ella Enchanted by Gail Carson Lovine 

The Wish Giver by Bill Brittain 

Return of the Indian (or any sequel to Indian in the Cupboard)  

 by Lynn Reid Banks 

The Secret of Platform 13 by Eve Ibbotson 

The Slave Dancer by Paula Fox 

Poppy by Avi 

Hoot by Carl Hiassen 

Flush by Carl Hiassen 

The River by Gary Paulsen 

Woodsong by Gary Paulsen 

The Janitor’s Boy by Andrew Clements 

Dragon’s Keeper by Carole Wilkinson 

 
 

 

Fifth Grade (continued) 
 

These are books that students should not  
read as they are part of the 5th grade  

literature program! 
 
Realistic Fiction 
Summer of the Swans by Betsy Byars 
From the Mixed Up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler by 
  E.L. Konigsburg 
Walk Two Moons by Sharon Creech 
Number the Stars by Lois Lowry 
Old Yeller by Fred Gipson 
A View from Saturday by E.L. Konigsburg 
The Wolves of Willoughby Chase by Joan Aiken 
A Year Down Yonder by Richard Park 
Bell Prater’s Boy by Ruth White 
A Single Shard by Linda Sue Park 
Pictures of Hollis Woods by Patricia Reilly Giff 
Stargirl by Jerry Spinelli 
 
The Classics 
The Secret Garden by Frances Hodgson Burnett 
Where the Red Fern Grows by Wilson Rawls 
Summer of the Monkeys by Wilson Rawls 
 
Adventure 
Call It Courage by Armstrong Sperry 
Island of the Blue Dolphins by Scott O'Dell 
Sign of the Beaver by Elizabeth George Speare 
Hatchet by Gary Paulsen 
Brian’s Winter by Gary Paulsen 
 
Fantasy and Science Fiction 
The Giver by Lois Lowry 
Tuck Everlasting by Natalie Babbitt 
Among the Hidden by Margaret Haddix 
A Wrinkle in Time by Madeline L'Engle 
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