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Music classes:  Let it snow! Let it snow! Let it snow!
Well, did anyone else spend a week in front of their woodstove, reading, napping, and watching the snow come down outside??  

Music students are finishing up the month of January with an introduction to various musical styles (State EALR 1.3, SLE 2.1) before moving into an age-appropriate notation unit in February (State EALR 1.1, SLE 3.3).  Eighth grade students have not had a music class yet during the month of January, for a variety of reasons.
The fourth grade violin class is preparing for its first performance at the school Talent Show on February 3, 2012.  Violin students are also learning how to tune their violin.
Computer classes:
K-2   Students will continue familiarizing themselves with the computer keyboard:  alphabet location, number locations, shift/return/tab, punctuation marks, backspace, and space bar. They will also be introduced to a beginning graphing program this week.
3-5  MAP testing takes place this week.  In addition to testing, students will be spending 15 minutes of their class time each week working on keyboarding skills (“setting personal goals” SLE 2.5). They will be typing the “Our Father” from memory. They will be exploring and using our teacher webpages (State EALR 1.3.2, SLE 2.2), as well as being introduced to the Excel spreadsheet program at the end of the month. Fifth grade students have begun their research for the Holocaust unit and are collecting data for their bibliography in the MLA format (see the link on my webpage).
6-8  MAP testing takes place this week.  In addition to testing, students will be spending 15 minutes of their class time each week working on building their keyboarding skills (“setting personal goals” SLE 2.5).  Students will be working in groups to put together a presentation for Catholic Schools Week at the end of the month.  They will also be working on a “find it” assignment, which Mr. Costanza and I will be working on together. Eighth graders viewed and wrote critiques on their Christmas program performance.
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For more information, my school webpage can be accessed here!
