Student Critique Comments
2011 Christmas program

Kindergarten
It was the most fun I ever did!
We were great, weren’t we!
I liked the part when the 8th grade buddies sang, too!
It was super duper fun!
I liked the play.
I liked when Heather the angel stood on the stool at the end.  She looked like a real angel!
I liked when we were singing.
I liked dressing up, and the big buddy boys wore bow ties!
I liked singing with our buddies at the end the most.
I liked everything.
I liked singing “Go Tell It” with all the big kids at the end! We sounded great!
I loved everyone’s songs.
I liked singing for everybody in my family.

First Grade   
(Because this is such a large class, they worked very hard on standing still so no one would bump into anyone on the steps of the altar.)
We sang nice and loud!
We sure used our best singing voices!
The sounds of our voices sounded so happy and free.
We didn’t shout! We used nice singing voices, didn’t we!
We kept our hands down, and we stood very still on the steps
We sure looked nice up there.
None of us had to step down onto the floor for being too wiggly! That’s good!
We were very careful going up and down the stairs.
Nobody fell down on the steps.

Third Grade
We didn’t get all the words quite right, but we still sang well.
I liked the end of the program, how the play and the song fit together.
I was a little nervous when we were walking over to perform that night.
I enjoyed the whole performance!
I liked the singing at the end with all the kids.
I liked the part in the play where the angel snapped her fingers and he (the main character) flew backwards.
I could feel the person’s breath behind me when they were singing.
I liked the acting.
The special effects when they traveled back in time were cool.
I was amazed by the acting.
I liked the way they used humor in the play (“My name is Mickey Mouse.”)

Sixth Grade
Our articulation was good, but not everyone sang.
We could have used more rehearsal time, especially when we started putting the harmony part together with the melody. 
Everyone’s articulation was great, even though sometimes we weren’t all singing the same pitch.
I wish we had more rehearsing time.
Not everyone stood still on the steps that night. 
Some of the words got jumbled in the song (Saint Nick came out sounding like “sainick”).
Adding the harmony was easy for the harmony singers, but it was harder for the rest of us singing melody.  I think we should have had more practice time so we could do both parts better.
I give our performance a 9 out of 10!
Now that I’ve seen the video of our performance, I think I should have smiled more.

Seventh Grade
One day a week was not enough time for rehearsals.
For the final song, we didn’t fill up the center aisle the way we were supposed to, on both sides.
We needed more rehearsals.
The girls should have sung louder.
I don’t think girl/boy (parts) songs work for us. We sing better when we all sing together.
We didn’t look very happy when we were singing.  Some people looked like statues.
We spent more time on “Go Tell It” because it had more verses, but I wish we could have spent more time on our other song, too.
We need to start rehearsals earlier in the fall if music class is only once a week.
I think we should have done a song that blends  the boys’ and girls’ voices together, instead of parts.
Up close, I thought we sounded pretty crisp and clear.
No rehearsal time (not enough).
We didn’t get to practice in the church except for the dress rehearsal (7th grade music class meets the same day/time as morning Mass).
I knew the songs pretty well, but I think that all of us needed more practice. We could have been way better with more practice time.
I don’t think we sang loud enough.  We also didn’t have enough rehearsal time.
I should have looked up and not looked at the ground while I was singing.
I recommend more practice time.
We should have smiled more.  And some people looked like they weren’t singing.
The higher voices should have sung their part louder.
Everyone looked sad during the performance.
I didn’t realize I was so serious until I saw the video of our performance. I looked sad, but I wasn’t.
I think we did a good job for the amount of rehearsal time we had (not enough).
Rehearsing a few times in the church, just our class, would have helped us sing better.
We should have sung the entire song together.
I wish we had more music class time.  There were not enough rehearsals, and none in the church.
I don’t think we should do a clapping song at the end.  We clapped correctly, but the audience didn’t.
We should look happier when we’re performing.
I think some people were just moving their lips.
Lots of people had their heads looking down.  My head was down.
I should have smiled more. I really did like singing.
More rehearsal time would have been helpful.
We sing better when we sing together, but I know middle school students are supposed to learn to sing in parts.

Eighth Grade
I liked the story line in our play.
We sang better in the classroom than we did at the program.
I wish we had more time to practice (both the play and the music).
We shouldn’t have been talking back behind the altar. Not everyone could see us, but some people could. The video camera definitely could see us, even though it was filming the singers.
I think we should have had more wireless microphones for the actors.
We looked nice, all dressed up for the Christmas program.
Timing the lights was tricky. The light guy did a good job.
We should have practiced in the Church more.
Sometimes I said my lines too fast, but I think it was stage fright.
I wish we had more time to come up with better costumes.  Some of the costumes were great, though.
The floors were slippery behind the altar. Some people were moving too quickly and started to slip. We shouldn’t have been moving so much behind the altar anyway.
The cameras and flashes were distracting while we were acting. 
I don’t think we should be using the altar for performing the play.  We should have a real background, but not have it be on the altar. 
Sometimes the people with the microphones forgot to turn them off.
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