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September: The Garden of Decision
understanding and co

ASSUIPTION CATHOLIC SCHOOL

THE TWeLve garpens OF STeWarDSHIP

s: make well-informed decisions, exercise
f the mission of Jesus.

prudence,

llaboration, always mindful o

Wednesday, September 2, 2009

First School Mass

Friday, September 4

Fr. Scott will celebrate Mass
for the starting of the school

year at 10:30 on Friday,
September 4, 2009. All
parents are welcome to

celebrate with us. This Mass
concludes with Classroom

Blessings.

(" Spedial Points of Interest

= First Day of School!
Welcome Back!

= Look for an updated

this week’s envelope.

-

annual school calendar in

J

ﬁook in this space each
week for amessage
fromone of three
groups:

The PTC
Executive Board,
The School Commission,

or
Qhe Foundation Board.
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K % Welcome Back ‘Message from the Principal,

For all of you returning to Assumption Catholic School this year welcome

back to another year of learning and growing in the love of Christ. As you

_/} greet and re-acquaint yourselves with your school friends from last year
= Kknow that there are many who are new to the school and would be happy

to receive your smiles and greetings as well.

For those of you who are new to our school, and there are many of you, we

welcome you with open arms to our school community.

We ask God to bless each and every one of us as we begin the 2009-10 school

year.

‘Blessings on your week! ~Mrs. Goeres

&
\ 4

Welcome ‘Back ‘Message from the Pastor,
Dear Friends,

On behalf of Fr. Qui Thac Nguyen at Sacred Heart Parish and Fr. Khanh
Nguyen at the NW Catholic Corner parishes, it is a privilege for me to welcome you
back to Assumption Catholic School. All of our parishes join together in welcoming
our returning students home and say a special word of welcome to those students
and their families who are new to our parish school. You are a blessing to us and
we hope we can be a blessing to you. If there is ever anything you need, please do
not hesitate to give one of us a call. As your Pastors, we are here to serve you to
whatever extent we can.

| am so grateful to all of our wonderful faculty and staff. | had the opportunity
of visiting with them and praying with them as we celebrated our opening year
retreat this past week. You must know what a dedicated, prayerful gifted group of
people are working with your children. | have been so impressed with them from
my short time working with them, but was reminded of what a special gift and
blessing they are as we spent the day together. They are here to work with you in
the wonderful ministry of raising your children to be faithful,
loving, life-long learners. That is exactly what Principal Rose
Goeres and all the terrific staff at Assumption are— faithful,

loving, life-long learners. | am looking forward to getting to know & . 10 %
each of you better in the coming year. g -
Yours in Christ, W 4

Fr. K. Scott Connolly, Pastor W \as S

The Message Board

The PTC Executive Board would like to welcome everyone back to a new year of growth in faith, education and fellowship!
We are looking forward to working with new and seasoned families to make this year the best possible. Please review and
save the flyers on our upcoming Spaghetti Social and Ongoing fundraisers.

Sincerely,

Sara van de Poel, Jill Sawicki (co-Presidents), Shelley Simons, Mary Gassman (co-Vice Presidents), Karen Zuther, Sherry
Minninger (co-Treasurers), Barbara Zender (Secretary), Paul Schaefer (School Commission Liaison), Laurie Bills (Staff Rep.),

and Rose Goeres, Principal.
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Loop

Coordinator

still need

Assumption Catholic School

Budget Note

We were committed to keeping the 2009-10 tuition increase
low in solidarity with all of our families in these tough
economic times. Please help us to increase our revenues
in other ways. The Harvest Festival is a great

opportunity. Bring your families and friends and help to
pass the word that all profits from the entire Harvest
Festival will go toward the school. In the past, the
Spaghetti Dinner has been our fund raiser from the Harvest
Festival. This year, not only the Spaghetti Dinner but all
profits will go to the school. Thank you to Fr. Scott and the
Church of the Assumption for supporting the school as the
largest ministry of the parish!
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Welcome New Staff!

We welcome Claudia Maeda as our new Family

Advocate. Claudia will be working as a communication
liaison between the school and parents with a primarily
Spanish language background. Welcome Claudial

We welcome Peggy Sullivan to our Extended Day Care
Program staff. Peggy is an experienced teacher from
Arizona who has relocated to Bellingham. We will also
welcome her as an occasional substitute teacher.

Although not new, we welcome Stephanie Burnham to a
fuller schedule with the school. She has been the 3™ grade
instructional aide and recess “duty”. She will add the
Kindergarten instructional aide to her work load. Thank you
Stephanie for your energy and commitment to our mission!
We welcome, Van Do, as our new night custodian. Van
Do will serve us from 6:00-9:00 PM on the first floor and in
other areas as needed. We welcome Van Do to our
school!
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Curriculum Night for All Parents )

All parents (K-8) are asked to attend the Curriculum Night
next Wednesday, September 9 at 6:30 p.m. in the gym.
After prayer and honoring of teachers, a brief overview of
PowerSchool, MAP testing, and other changes, parents will
go to their student’s classroom. Teachers will give an
overview of the curriculum and procedures. There will be
time provided for families with more than one student. This
night is for parents only.
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Change is Good!

Visitor Sign-In

As always, all visitors to the school need to sign in and
wear a name badge. Now, when you make your name
badge, you are also signing in! One easy step! Please help
keep our students safe and follow this request.

Wednesday Parent Envelopes
The Wednesday Parent Envelopes have taken on a new
look! They are smaller and more colorful! You also have the

option of getting the bulk of your packet in email form.
There was a sheet in your summer packet to let us know
your preference. For those that turned in the form by the
requested deadline, your request has been honored. If
you haven’t had time to turn in your paperwork yet, your
family will have the paper version this week. Please bear
with us as we adjust to doing the Wednesday Parent
Envelope in more than one version.

&
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Traffic Loop & Dismissal Times

Every teacher (K-8) will walk their students to the traffic
loop. All students will stand in Last Name Alphabet
Groups. Parents can choose to drive through the traffic
loop and stop to allow their students to load or, parents can
park and walk to the alphabet group and walk their
students back to the car. Do not stop or park in the loop
unless your child is present. No student, from preschool
through grade 8, will be allowed to walk to their parked
car unescorted. Once again, we ask that you do not drop
-off or pick-up in front of the school on Cornwall. K-5
students will be dismissed at 2:25 p.m. and 6-8 students
will be dismissed at 2:35 p.m. At 2:45 p.m., if a student
isn’t picked up, they will be taken to the office. According to
state law, no one is to smoke on school grounds (including
parents). A Traffic Loop map is enclosed. Note new
alphabet sign placement!

Please remember to be a good neighbor and drive
carefully through the neighborhood.

o

vStudent Planner and Handbook )

Every student, grade one through eight, will carry their
student planner home and back to school each day in
their backpack. (Kindergarten only has a copy of the
handbook.) The planner will be used under the direction
of each classroom teacher. It is the responsibility of the
parent and student to check each evening. The
replacement planner is $20.00. The Parent/Student
Handbook is in the front of the planner for easy
reference. Please read the handbook with your student
(s) tonight and both of you sign the tear out page and
return it tomorrow to the classroom teacher. Thank you
so much for your support in your student’s learning.
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Turn in Your Forms

Life Threatening Food Allergies

As a new year starts, we need to identify
any students who might have a potentially
life-threatening allergy and could need to be
administered medication with an EpiPen. Please let Sue
Manchester know if you need and an Emergency Action
Plan. Please fill it out and return it to the school by
August 31. Your student’s teacher will be notified and
trained on the use of an EpiPen.




ed. S1500

stipend

See Mrs. 6oeres.
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Custody Plans On File

For every student whose family has a custody plan, there
should be a copy on file at Assumption Catholic School.
Some families have fulfilled this obligation. Many families
have not submitted a copy of their most recent custody
plan. The Parent/Student Handbook states that all
custody plans are to be on file. Mail or bring the custody
plan into the main school office.

Physical & Immunization Records

Remember, according to Washington State Law, all
students entering school (including preschool) are to have
their vaccinations current. Kindergarten and sixth grade
students are requested to have a physical. All middle
school students are to have a current physical on file in
order to play Assumption after-school sports and to
participate in the Middle School Ski Program. Physical
and vaccination forms are to be completed and sent to the
office by August 28.

o
v
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Column of Thanks

Thanks! To all of our wonderful teachers and
" staff who worked so hard to prepare for the
beginning of school! Thank you John Allen,
Lorri Beshara, Laurie Bills, Regina Campbell,
Mardi Chambers, Juanita Coolidge, Marc
Costanza, Betsy Gottschalk, Cheryl Hardesty,
Paige McClurg, Chris Mura, Shellie Pulliam, Sue
Roland, Liberty Sponek, Kerry Thomas, Lisa
Twining, Jill VonFeldt, Pam Brink, John Daly, Stacy
Sjolund, Stephanie Burnham, Deacon Larry Kheriaty, Jeff
Browning, Trisha Lewis & staff, Sue Manchester, Jennifer
Rick, Rose Goeres, Phoebe Vanderboom, Daryl Larkin,
Ed Dowd, and Don Nokelby, for your dedication and
commitment!
Thanks! To Rob Brulotte of Clean Air Lawn Care for all of
his work to help beautify our school by pruning, weeding
and tidying up the grounds!
Thanks! To Knights of Columbus volunteers Bob Grasher
and Ted Goeres for their work on fixing the buckling
sidewalk on the northwest corner of the grounds. Also the
fine assistance of Yuli Buckley and Miriah Goeres is also
appreciated. We appreciate your commitment to our
student’s safety.
Thanks! To the Knights of Columbus for the generous gift
of school supplies! Especially to Kenny Koenig and Kathy
St. Hilaire for shopping for the items!

) Volunteer Church Hours )

The Assumption RCIC (Rites of Christian Initiation for
Children) team is looking for volunteers to help with the
2009-2010 RCIC classes, special events and Easter

Vigil. This is not a weekly commitment. We are seeking
volunteers to help with approximately 1 class/special
event per month. Classes will be held during the 10:45
mass. Special events are held during different masses,
depending on the event. If you are interested or would like

more information, please contact Debbie Doyle @ 592-
5158.

Tardies & Absences

Middle School starts at 7:50 a.m. Middle school students
are tardy at 8:00 a.m. Younger siblings of middle school
students with a signed form, go to Extended Day at 7:50
free of charge. They will then go outside until 8:10. All
other K-5 students may be dropped off at 8:00 a.m. A staff
person will be on the playground at that time. No K-5
students can be dropped off before 8:00 a.m. No students
are to play on the playground before 8:00 a.m. On rainy
days, all students are to be dropped off in front of the
covered gym area and stay until picked up by the teachers.
K-5 classes begin at 8:10. The teacher picks up the class.
Students are marked tardy at 8:20. If a student is tardy a
note from the parent is necessary with the reason stated.
A parent note does not mean the student has an excused
tardy. Excused tardies are for parent and student
emergencies and at the discretion of administration.
Check the Parent/Student Handbook for procedures when
two or more unexcused tardies occur. When a student is
absent call the office by 7:30 a.m. If you are requesting
homework, the call MUST be made before 10:00 a.m.
Always write a note to the teacher when a student has
been absent explaining the absence. Please schedule all
doctor and dentist appointments out of school hours.
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Conferencing with Teachers

The school believes that home and school have a joint
responsibility for a student’s development and academic
progress. Parent/Teacher/Student Conferences are held
in November and March. Report cards go home in
November, March, and June. Middle School mid-term
progress reports go home in October, February, and April.
It is imperative that you check the student planner each
night and teachers’ weekly letters for ideas to help your
students. Conferences, other than the regularly
scheduled conferences, can be requested by parents.
Make an appointment with the teacher at least 24 hours in
advance. The principal is available for conferences after
parents have met with the teacher.

Daily Snack & Birthday Treats

It has been a tradition here at Assumption to
have gooey, sugary treats for birthdays. It is fun
and quite a treat. We would ask you to consider
moving towards a tradition of little plastic sacks of
grapes, dried fruit, pretzels, raisins, etc. Of course, we
aren't mandating it, but it would help encourage good
nutrition and health. It is important that we are sensitive
to students with nut allergies as well and try to avoid
nuts in all that we send to school. Thank you for your
cooperation and feel free to talk with me about this at any
time. Mrs. Goeres




Let us hear the word of the Lord and keep it!
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Curriculum Night / PreK- 8th
Please mark Wednesday, September 9, for our

More Information You Need to Know! *\@% The Extended Day Program

/) Facts about the program:

curriculum night. We will meet in the gym at 7:00 Daily Rate is $12.00 per child

p.m. ltis also our first Parent/Teacher Club meeting. | Hours of Operation are 2:45-6:00 p.m.

Each teacher from preschool through grade 8, will Open on Early-Release days and we take fun field trips!
give a presentation in their classroom about the Homework help, care and fun provided by certified
curriculum and expectations for their grade level. All | teachers and WWU education students

parents will want to attend this important curriculum Program phone: 360-224-8071 (please write this down)
focused evening. (This replaces the orientations we Program e-r_naﬂ: assumptionedp@comcast.net
used to have in August.) Please call if you have .

) questions! Thank you.
Harvest Festival 2009 _ Trisha Lewis, Director
This fall's Harvest Festival will take place September (224-8071)
19-20. While this is still an Assumption Parish-
sponsored community event, all profits will benefit
Assumption Catholic School. Therefore, there will be
a wide range of volunteer opportunities for / o~ W
completing fundraising commitment hours. Look for hCa | | e d t o P O
more details to follow in the summer packet. Any
questions or offers to volunteer can be directed to

Gina DePalma at gmd17@comcast.net. Thank you!

See www.seattlearch.org for Safe Environment
“Called to Protect” classes. As of May 30, 2008,
all volunteers are required to have this training.
Books Needed! o In addition, there is a one year follow-up.
The Harvest Festival Used Book Sale invites you to The next “Called to Protect” class (required to

recycle books you've read, or no longer :
want. Donations can be left at the Parish Office, or volunteer at school) is scheduled for

in the box behind the kiosk in the Gathering Space at

Church. Books for all ages are accepted. Thursda%(, October 15,
p.m.
ﬁ Supply List Item Available! Stafford Room.
“ The Document Carry-All that is on the You must sign up on the web site at

supply list for grades 3 - 8, proved to be
hard to find in previous years. They will be available
again this year for purchase in the school office for \
$1.50.

http://www.seattle.setanet.org/classes.php to be
registered for this class. /

Prayer to Begin the School Year

It is good to begin our season of study in the autumn, when farmers are bringing in
eatWi t h Godes unchanging kindness, the
the baker has provideédlbread.wi t h Godes hel p, our wo
every nation on eart h, aAThe Lord is v
p r aTelkthee hemvens and the earth to be glatbandasdeinatstean to roar with all o
tures and the fields to rejoice with all béthewecyopse in the forest will sing joyful son
LordGod our Creator, provider of food for our bodies and for our minds, bless this 1
things we will share during this new school year: increasing knowledge, deepening
and opportunities for |&ldessimpas we bite into the work of this year ready to be not
dom, united in your love, and strengthenetMayaskthmsesemogh Christ our Lord. Am
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