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TARDINESS

Students should be in line to enter the building at 8:10, as we will begin class work immediately.  If students are later than 8:20 I will follow the procedures in the handbook.  These habits of punctuality will create a more stable classroom environment, and will help the students as they progress through their lives.

PARENT ENVELOPES
The Wednesday envelopes contain important information.  Please read the contents and return them each Thursday.  I will try to remind you of the important events in my Friday newsletter, but please don’t count on one or the other exclusively.  Both methods of communication are important.

MONEY

Anytime you send money for lunch, book orders, fees, donations, etc., it should be in a sealed envelope with your child’s name, the amount, and the purpose written on the outside.  Please make out book order checks to the company from which you are ordering.
BIRTHDAY

If you want to send treats for your child’s birthday we will typically have them during lunch.  If you are sending treats, please notify me ahead of time.  We also celebrate all summer birthdays at our end of the year picnic.  Please remember the request to make healthy choices for snacks or treats this year.  Fun pencils or other non-food items are always a hit!!
MEASURES OF ACADEMIC PROGRESS (MAP)

This is a school wide assessment tool that gives us very specific information about student knowledge and growth in the areas of reading, language, and math.  I will share information about your child’s results during conferences.  This data not only supports the grades received on report cards, but more importantly offers all of us specific strategies for improving the learning of your individual children.  You can view the website to gain an overview of this tool at:  www.nwea.org
Assessment

Several types of assessment are used in second grade to help determine how best to meet individual student needs, as well as to inform parents of the progress of their child.

DIBELS

DRA (Developmental Reading Assessment)

Developmental Spelling Assessment

Developmental Reading and Writing Continuums

MAP (Measure of Academic Progress)

ITBS (Iowa Test of Basic Skills)

Classroom Assessments

Report Cards

Primary report cards at Assumption Catholic School are standards based and used a scoring system of 4, 3, 2.5, 2, 1.  These numbers do not in any way correlate to percentages or letter grades and are not averaged out.  

 A 4 indicates that a student is consistently and independently exceeding grade level expectations at the time the grade is given.  

 A 3 indicates that a student frequently and consistently meets grade level expectations with minimal assistance at the time the grade is given.  

A 2.5 indicates that a student often meets grade level expectations with minimal help (however is inconsistent)  and/or often meets grade level expectations but needs moderate assistance and redirection at the time the grade is given.

 A 2 indicates that a student occasionally meets expectations and requires moderate assistance and redirection at the time the grade is given.

A 1 indicates that a student rarely meets expectations and requires considerable assistance and redirection at the time the grade is given.
When grading assignments and tests that will be used to help determine report card grades, these 4 point standards will be used in all subjects.  
Conferences

Assumption School has scheduled conferences for all students in November and optionally scheduled conferences in March.  Additionally, teachers meet with parents and students as needed throughout the year.

This year I have the privilege of representing our school as one of the people who is traveling to Cambodia to visit our sister school.  I will be gone the week before Thanksgiving, as well as the week of conferences.  Therefore, I would like to meet with all of you sometime the last two weeks of October to review fall progress and set goals for the winter.  These conferences can be scheduled after school, evenings, or weekends.  Please look at your calendar now so I make sure I am able to meet with everyone.  I do expect students to participate in these conferences.

Check your Dial…

In conjunction with the school-wide discipline plan that is in the parent/student handbook, I will be using the “Dial,” explained below, to help students become responsible for their own behavior.  Once the expectations have been established in the classroom, the students will be in charge of setting the class Dial and regulating their own energy levels and behaviors.
WHAT IS THE DIAL?
The objective of the Dial is to determine, and then control, personal energy levels during learning tasks and in social situations.  Since personal energy level is often a determinant of behavior, the Dial helps to regulate behavior during learning tasks and social situations as well.  A “Dial Procedure” will be taught to the students and then, as a class, we will set the classroom Dial to an appropriate level for the activities that are taking place, and children will be asked to “check your dial” when it appears that their energy level is not on track with the class Dial.
Dial Procedure:
1. Using the classroom Dial, the teacher will explain to the students that a dial on a radio can change the station or can make the sound go louder or softer.  The teacher will then explain that the classroom Dial is for their energy, and using the Dial can make their energy go high and low.

2. The teacher will tell the students:

Close your eyes.  Get focused.  Nod your head when you are focused.  
Imagine your Dial.  Now put the Dial somewhere in front of you to your right 
or left side, not directly in front of you.  Using your fingers, show me what 
number your Dial is set at.  Put your Dial on 5.  That is a good place for the 
Dial to be set in the classroom.

3. The teacher will then explain to the students what each setting on the Dial 
represents:

1=You are asleep in your bed.

2=You are starting to wake up.  You can open your eyes, but you are too sleepy 
to lift your head.

3=Your eyes are opened.  You are sitting up in bed.

4=You are sitting and quietly eating breakfast.

5=You are sitting in your desk at school and your teacher is saying that you are 
one of the best behaved students in the class.

6=Your class is singing songs together.  You are happy and singing aloud.

7=You are excited about recess.  Your teacher reminds you that you are in class 
and should have your dial set at 5.

8=You are on the playground bouncing a ball or jumping rope.

9=You are winning the race so you run as hard as you can.

The class Dial will be regulated by the students, with the teacher’s guidance, when we are transitioning to a new activity that requires a different Dial setting.

Examples are provided below:

During a math lesson-Dial set at 5

During snack and lunch-Dial set at 4

During recess-Dial set at 8

Music class-Dial set at 6

P.E.-Dial set at 8 or 9

During Mass-Dial set at 4 or 5

WHAT IF THE DIAL DOESN’T WORK?

Fortunately, children have tremendous imaginations that allow them to visualize things in great detail.  All students will most likely be able to visualize their own dial and manipulate its controls.  However, if a child is not able to visualize the Dial or if the Dial is not effective for a particular child and behavior problems persist as a result of either of those two things, then the teacher will schedule a meeting with the parents so that we can work together to develop an individualized behavior plan that suits that child’s needs.

It is my experience that by teaching children to be in control of their personal energy level and behavior, there are minimal discipline issues in the classroom.  However, if issues do arise, I feel that they can be effectively dealt with through an ongoing partnership between the teacher, student, and parents.

Second Grade Curriculum

RELIGION
Although the Gospel Values are integrated throughout the day, the second
grade uses the Silver Burdett, Ginn Blest Are We text.  Students learn
social and conflict resolution solutions through our Second Step program.
The text focuses on belonging to the family of God, the Church through
Baptism.  The second grade also focuses on the Sacrament of Reconciliation and the
Sacrament of Eucharist, however, a more in depth study is done through your individual
parishes for parents and their children who will be receiving their First
Reconciliation and First Eucharist.  We also look at parts of the
Liturgy.  If your child is receiving the sacraments at Assumption, please note the following dates:  9/24, 10:00, gym make up meeting for those who missed the 10th, 10/15, 10/29, 11/5, 12/1, 3/3, 3/17, 3/31, 4/21, 4/30, weekend of May 5th and 6th.

LITERACY
The second grade Literacy curriculum consists of a combination of subject
areas that help the students learn new strategies and practice learned
strategies in the areas of Reading, Writing, Grammar and Communication.  The
texts we use are from a basal reading series by Scott Foresman. The spelling lists come from the phonics skills in reading, plus high frequency words.

Second graders learn the writing process through using the Six Trait Writing
Program.  The students brainstorm, draft, revise, edit, and then publish
their final copy while practicing this form of writing.  They also do Writing Workshop to create writing of various genres.  Students learn to write letters using the correct format, make note cards for oral presentations, write poetry, and write a 5 paragraph report.  

Second grade students read silently daily and are read aloud to daily.
Students also read out loud to the teacher and/or class on a daily basis.

Printing by a continuous stroke manuscript method is reinforced and
practiced at the beginning of the year.  Cursive writing by a continuous
stroke cursive method is introduced in January.

Reading, Writing and Communication Skills are practiced throughout the
second grade curriculum. 


SPANISH
Spanish language instruction is taught once a week for 30 minutes by a
specialist.

MATH
The second grade uses the math text, Silver Burdett/Ginn Mathematics.  The
skills are taught, practiced, and reviewed through using manipulatives, work
pages from the text, games, and problem solving strategies.  The concepts included
in the second grade curriculum are, Addition and Subtraction Facts to 20,
Two-Digit Addition computation with trading, Two-Digit Subtraction
computation without trading, Place Value through 999, Money through $5.00,
Time to 5 minute intervals, Measurement, Geometry, Fractions, Three-Digit
Addition and Probability and a basic introduction to Multiplication and
Division.  Our strongest emphasis will be on Number Sense and Addition and Subtraction.  Mastery of addition and subtraction facts to 20 is expected to take place in second grade.  A strong understanding of number sense is also expected to be mastered up to 1,000.  We also do DOM, or Daily Oral math, as a way to improve mental math.

SCIENCE
The second grade science curriculum consists of teacher created units, based on current Washington State Curriculum, involving a variety of hands-on material.  The units of study include:  Push and Pull Motion/Force Makes Things Move, Properties of Materials, Life Cycles of Plants, Life Cycles of Animals, and The Sun’s Daily Motion.  Throughout these units students will learn the role of each part within systems, conduct investigations through inquiry, and solve problems or apply their learning.  Every third year the second grade students participate in a school wide Science Fair. That fair will take place this year.

SOCIAL STUDIES
In second grade, students apply their emerging understanding of civics, economics, geography, and history to their communities and others around the world. Students learn about how their community works as well as the variety of ways that communities organize themselves. To develop conceptual understanding, students examine the geographic and economic aspects of life in their own neighborhoods and compare them to those of people long ago.  Students apply the 7 principles of Catholic social teaching to their understanding of the world.  These principles are:  each person is sacred, each person is social, we care for creation, all people have rights and responsibilities, we take care of the poor and vulnerable, workers have rights; work has dignity, and solidarity is our call; we are the keepers of our brothers and sisters.  Students will research one aspect of the history of our community and write a 5 paragraph report.  Some of the research will be done as a long term homework assignment, but the writing will all take place within the classroom setting.  Every third year students participate in a school-wide Multi-Cultural Fair.  


THE FINE ARTS
Art, music, creative dramatics and movement are used throughout the second
grade curriculum.  One artist focus study is Alexander Calder. Every third year students will participate in a school wide Arts Fair.  

 Second Grade Service Project 2011-2012

This year’s theme, “We Are Called By Name” reminds us that every person is called by God to be of service to others.  That is part of being Catholic, as well as being a good steward of our community and practicing good citizenship, the major themes of our social studies curriculum.  Second grade students will visit the Leopold Retirement Residence several times this year to serve the residents by performing songs, poems, or readers’ theatres they have learned.  They will also correspond in writing, bring homemade gifts, and learn to carry on a conversation with the residents.  This service project will allow students to learn to appreciate people of all ages, races, and disabilities within our community so they can work towards becoming Global Citizens who value the well being of every individual.  Establishing relationships with people outside their normal daily lives is so beneficial.

Students will also correspond with the residents. I will assign each second grader to a buddy.  This regular letter writing is in alignment with our writing curriculum in second grade.  Students will be writing at least once each month.  It is a wonderful way to make the process of learning to write a friendly letter one that is real and meaningful.  Students will know that sometimes the buddies will write back, but other times it will only be one way. 

In past years this service project has been highly successful.  Second graders have embraced the idea of serving others and many of the residents have reciprocally felt they have been of service to the children, thus building relationships within the local Bellingham community.  Several of the residents are also Catholic, an added connection for students to be actively involved in the Church community.   

Volunteer Expectations and Procedures
Literacy volunteers will be used Monday through Friday from 9:00-10:00 a.m.  Math volunteers will be used Monday to Thursday from 10:30-11:30. Art volunteers will be used on Wednesdays from 12:50-2:25.  In order for all students to be able to complete their daily and weekly activities we will need to begin on time.  Your assistance in making this happen is essential.  If you cannot be here for your assigned time, please find another person to fill your slot.  If it is done in advance, please let us know.  If it is a last minute emergency we will work around it.  The students and teacher will be relying on your presence, so make sure you have a replacement.  

It is important that distractions be kept to a minimum so the students have every opportunity to learn.  Younger brothers and sisters may be distracting for students, therefore we ask you not to bring them during your volunteer time.

If there are any behavior problems that cannot easily be resolved, please notify the classroom teacher when it seems appropriate.  Students must know that expectations are the same for any adult that is working in our classroom.

When working with the students please try to be flexible in your approach.  Each student has different strengths and each student learns best in a slightly different way.  If one method of explanation doesn’t seem to be working with a particular child, feel free to try another approach.  If you are unsure of your methods of helping, feel free to ask the classroom teacher at a later time.  

As a classroom volunteer you are here to benefit all children with whom you are working.  Although many parents would prefer to work with their own children, this isn’t always in the best interest of any of the children.  Please stick to the tasks you are assigned rather than using this time to observe your own child’s classroom behavior.  In the end your helping other students will directly benefit your child because he or she will see that you value education for all the students at Assumption Catholic School, and particularly those in his or her classroom.  

ALL VOLUNTEERS MUST COMPLETE THE BACKGROUND CHECK AND THE CALLED TO PROTECT CLASSES!!!!

CONFIDENTIALITY

As a classroom helper you become part of a professional team.  Professionals have information, which is confidential and should not be discussed with people who have no professional use for that information.  Please remember that what you know about a child from working in the school is not appropriate for discussion with anyone but the classroom teacher.  I cannot emphasize enough the importance of respecting the privacy of students, parents, and school personnel with whom you’ll be working (learning difficulties, behavior problems, family situations, etc.).  

I appreciate your time and energy, and look forward to working with each one of you.      

HELPFUL HINTS FOR SECOND GRADE VOLUNTEERS
Correcting Papers

1. Mark each incorrect answer with an X.

2. Mark each incomplete answer, backwards numbers and letters, and answers missing periods and capitals with a question mark.

3. Mark each corrected answer with a C over the top of the X or question mark.

4. Put large stickers on regular math papers and put small stickers or stamps on photocopied math papers and language papers. 

Correcting DOL Notebooks

1. Check to see if students have everything written and corrected the same as it is on the board.  Also check for the date.  If students have done everything accurately put the folder in one pile.  If there are errors or emissions put it in the other pile.  

Photocopying

1. In most cases if you need to make one or more copies, you will simply take them to Mrs. Vanderboom and ask her to make them.  If the copying doesn’t need to be done immediately, you will put the papers, along with written instructions, in the “copy” basket in the office.  
Pencils

1. We always need pencils sharpened.  The dull ones are in the red bucket at the front of the room and the sharp ones go in the yellow pencil basket at the front of the room.  
Although I sometimes use volunteers to make copies and to correct papers, my main purpose for having volunteers is to help students!!!!!
1. During math many students need assistance reading the directions.  

2. Many students also need someone to talk them through difficult problems.  

3. Some students need math manipulatives or tools so they can physically work out problems.

4. Questions at the bottom of the math pages often request a thoughtful response and should be answered in complete sentences.  If a student has a very difficult time with the writing part, you could ask them to tell you their answer and write it down for them.  In these instances I am most interested in their mathematical thinking, next their ability to verbally express that thinking, and finally their ability to express their thinking in writing.  

5. The reason for having students correct all problems on their papers is so students can learn from their mistakes.  Often this requires a conversation with an adult.  

6. If students ask what they should do, have them try reading the directions to you first!!!

7. Students all need to be working during literacy and math.

8. If you see a student racing through papers you may ask them to go back and write their answers neatly.

9. If students are working with you in a small group they should be quiet unless you have given them permission to speak.  If someone is disrupting the group, you may send them back to me.  

10. If you are unsure of directions on a paper, please ask me, even if you need to interrupt what I am doing.  

11. If you make a mistake, it’s okay.  You can learn from it and so can the students. 

12. During math, students who finish all work should do something in their math journals that is related to the current concepts on which we are working.  You may give them a task that is related. 

13. During literacy students who finish all work should be engaged in reading or writing activities which can include writing workshop, journals, independent reading, buddy reading, or reading responses such as book reports.  
14. Having a student read to you, helping them with their letter formation, having them share their writing with you, etc. are all extremely valuable activities.  

15. All parent volunteers have been respecting the confidentiality of each child.  Please continue to do so and speak to me if you have any questions or concerns.  

Thank you for your help!!!

SECOND GRADE READING AND WRITING STRATEGIES

Some skills we discuss are:

1. Questioning

2. Visualizing

3. Schema (Making connections such as text to text, text to world, text to self)

4. Inferring (Predicting)

5. Determining Importance

6. Synthesis (Drawing Conclusions)

Some strategies to help decode words:

1. Vowel sounds first, then look at beginning consonants

2. Picture clues

3. Context

4. Schema

5. Read ahead

6. Skip the word and go back

Some strategies for helping students revise and edit writing:

1. Ask questions that will help them add details.
2. Encourage students to use a variety of interesting words.
3. Isolate tasks such as editing for capital letters and periods throughout whole story, separate from making any other changes.  Then fix spelling.  One strategy is to change all words they know how to spell first.  Then circle words they think are misspelled.  Next look up the circled words in dictionaries or around the room where they might be found.  

4. Encourage students to use the following editing symbols rather than erasing.  This is less work and allows me to see their original thinking process.  It also creates less frustration and need for perfection.  
