Fourth Grade Music Syllabus

(based on Washington State’s Essential Academic 

Learning Requirements for Music, grade 4)

Fall – New This Year!!
Fourth grade music classes in the fall will be focused on developing violin skills and techniques (EALRs 1.2, 2.1, 2.2, 3.1, and 3.2).  The culminating project for the fall music classes is the Christmas program performance in December.  
In addition to their twice weekly violin music class (Mondays and Thursdays), fourth grade students have the opportunity to further develop and utilize their vocal skills with participation in Intermediate Choir (open to all students in grades 4-8). Students who participate in choir will meet once a week during Tuesday lunch recess, and it is these students who can volunteer to participate in the weekly school Mass choir.  Rehearsal attendance is mandatory for that week’s Mass choir participation.  Participation in choir is counted as extra credit toward the student’s music grade, and it can also be utilized as service hours.

Winter
Winter music classes for 4th grade violin will provide the students with learning opportunities to increase their music composition and vocabulary skills (EALRs 1.1.1, 1.1.2, )   Students will also focus on music history, studying various artists, cultures and times (EALRs 1.3, 2.1), with a culminating written report and oral presentation on a music history topic or person of their choice (EALRs 2.3, 3.1, 3.2, 3.3).  
Spring

Spring music classes will focus on the connections between the various arts forms, as well as between the arts and other content areas (EALRs 4.1, 4.2).  Students will examine how the arts impact life choices (EALR 4.3), reflect culture and history (EALR 4.4), as well as examining careers related to the arts in the world of work (EALR 4.5).  Our hope is that the end of spring will culminate with a violin performance at the Volunteer Appreciation dinner, with students applying what they’ve learned on the violins and performing.  Performance opportunities in the spring may also include the senior center or other venues (EALR 1.2, 2.1, 2.2).  
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at 733-6133, ext. 41, or via email at sjolund@school.assumption.org.

Thank you for the opportunity to teach your student music!

Stacy Sjolund

